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The “level.name” argument specifies the category of the factor variable you wish to code 1 on the indicator. 
Therefore, for this example, we type:

All set. To make sure that everything went as planned, run freq on the newly created indicator.

The indicator checks out. Of all valid cases, 50.08 percent are coded 1 (married), and 49.92 are coded 0 
(unmarried).

Although the main objective here is to obtain a 0/1 numeric, you may also want a nicely labeled factor 
version of an indicator, to be used in cross-tabulation or mean comparison analysis. (R does not permit text 
value labels for numerics.) This is easily accomplished with the as.factor function. Let’s name the factor 
version, nes$married.f, and label its levels, “No” and “Yes.”

The most error-prone part of the expression occurs by mistyping the level name—check to be certain it is 
entered accurately. To ensure the error-free creation of an indicator from a factor, follow these steps, as 
illustrated in Figure 3.1: 1. Request levels or run the levels command on the original variable; 2. Select/copy the 
level name in the console, including the quotation marks; 3. Paste the level name into the as.numeric expression 
or script editor.

Figure 3.1  Creating a Numeric Indicator Variable from an Unordered Factor

2. Select/copy the level name in the 
console, including the quotation marks. 

3. Paste the level name into the script editor. 

1. Request 
levels for 
the original 
variable. 

Make certain to use the “==” sign.


